
 
This is another absolutely stellar set of new releases from Dana Estates. 
I have followed the 2011s since the beginning.  The wines are just as impressive from 
bottle as they were from barrel….Everything at Dana Estates represents the search for 
the very best. 

 
 

Dana Estates 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon Helms Vineyard 
 

The 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon Helms Vineyard is super-polished, elegant and finessed.  Rose 
petals, sweet red berries, licorice, mint and cinnamon all take shape in a delineated, vibrant 
Cabernet Sauvignon.  Darker, wilder notes appear with time in the glass, adding an element of 
exoticism that is hugely appealing.  In 2011, the Helms was fermented entirely in barrel rather 
in oak uprights as is typically the custom as yields were tiny.  The 2011 spent 26 months in 
barrel, 100% new. 
 
Drinking window: 2016-2031 

95        Antonio Galloni, November 2013 
 

 
Dana Estates 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon Lotus Vineyard 

 
The 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon Lotus Vineyard is a wine of pure texture.  Soft, seamless and 
gracious, the 2011 has no hard edges and hugely attractive, layered personality.  Juicy red 
berries, menthol, licorice, cloves and vanillin flesh out on the generous, inviting finish.  Today, 
the Lotus is the most accessible of Dana’s 2011.  The 2011 Lotus was fermented in a combi-
nation of oak and cement tanks, after which it spent 20 months in oak.  The average time of 
maceration was 43 days, very long for the year and also longer than the other 2011’s here. 
 
Drinking window: 2016-2026 

94        Antonio Galloni, November 2013 
 
 

Dana Estates 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon Hershey Vineyard 
 

Graphite, crushed rocks, smoke, melted road tar, black fruit and incense explode from the 
glass in the 2011 Cabernet Sauvignon Hershey Vineyard.  A huge, structured wine, the 2011 
boasts stunning depth, power and richness.  The intense salinity of the vintage and the trade-
mark Dana intensity of fruit meld together in a Cabernet of true distinction.  What a gorgeous 
wine this is.  This is the first vintage to incorporate more than the original first acre of plantings.  
The first vintages were pure clone 1 Cabernet, while subsequent vintages include See clone 
fruit as well.  The 2011 was fermented in barrel and spent 21 months in oak, 100% new. 
 
Drinking window: 2016-2031 

97        Antonio Galloni, November 2013 

 
 


