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A group of ten or so wine experts excitedly awaits the revelation at'ﬁ foil-wrapped

wine bortles. Consisting of sommeliers. winemakers. wine auctioneers and wine
writers, the group has spent the last four hours at the table. blind- rasting the top Napa
Valley Cabernet Sauvignons from 2008, Generally speaking, opinions are very positive
In contrast with the Napa Valley Vintage 2007 rasting last year, the wines have much
more distinct styles; this is due o the exceprional weather condinions of 2008, which

rs to use all the tricks in the book to guarantee grape qualin
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VINTAGE 2008 CONCLUSION
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CABERNET SAUVIGNON
TASTING

Roanking Poinis

% 1  DamalowsVineywdGabemetSamvignon 00

\

: . B e .
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4 - Gagulo Vil MODNMRNS Rt Sevignon. 3
5 R
6 - SepoMeomiSMEddeti.. 0
7 L
8 R ®
9 R
10 CobechSesmBlSSeeRen.. 000 ®
11 BOND Pluribus 92
12 Dana Helms Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon o2
13 Checkerboard Vineyards King's Row Cabernet Sauvignon o2
14 Motre Vin Howell Mountain Cabernet Sauvignon 92
15 Blankiet Estate Paradise Hills Proprietory Red 91
16 Dalla Valle Cabernet Sauvignon 91
17 Staglin Family Vincyard Cabernet Sauvignon 91
18 Caymus Special Selection Cabernet Sauvignon a1
19 The Maiden 91

20 Pahlmeyer Propnictory Red 91
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BOND Melbury
Dominus Estate
Continuum Estate
Joseph Phelps Backus Vincyard
Stag's Leap Cask 23 Estate Cabernet Sauvignon
The Matriarch
Chappellet Signature Cabernet Sauvignon
Opus One
Hourglass Blucline Vineyard Cabemnct Sauvignon
Inglenook Rubicon
Chappellet Pritchard Hill Estate Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon
Araujo Esele Vineyard Cabernet Samagnon
Vineyard 29 Cru Cabernet Sawvignon
Joseph Phelps Insignia
Roam
Diarius 11
Inglenook Cask Cabernet
BOND Quella
Realm Cellars Beckstoffer To-Kalon Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon
Hourglass Napa Valley Cabernet Sauvignon
Stag’s Leap S L.V Estate Cabernet Sauvignon
Scarecrow
Colgin Cariad
Shater Hillside Select Cabernet Sauvignon
BONLD Veana
Paul Hobbs Beckstoffer To Kalon Vineyard Cabernet Sauvignon
Stag's Leap Artemis
BOND Se. Eden

Stag’s Leap FAY Estate Cabernet Saunvignon

Points
91
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FINE VINTAGI



THE BEST NAPA
CABERNET 2008
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I'he challenging vintage of 2008 pur the Napa vintners in a position whereby the understanding of the rerroir

tacrors of their vineyard site proved tw be critical. Only by understanding the werroir of each plot of vines was

each wine producer able make the necessary decisions in the vineyards concerning the supporting of the vines

Lill”l'l!.‘. 1'11’” !.".I““l]'l L'-'l.]l.'. |1IIL'IIL']|¥' ]'Il'.'ll.lIH:_'. Thl'.'lll [ Elr“'l.ll.ll.l'.' 1'11.' I."'L"‘![ q;i-.i.ll['-' Fruai

Given the resulis of our tasting, we may conclude that the besi Mapa Valley wine ;'IJ'I:'I{II.ILL'I!'\. succecded 1n that

[ I'I.L[Il;,'l'll_:l;,' incredibly well: the 1_||_|.|]|1:; of the wines is Ercal

if mor excellent, While all the rasved wines will reach

their ophmum -.hinLLl'-ﬂit_\' atver 10 to 15 vears, there were a number of SUMPrises 1|.u:-r~.iin:_; io the wines' cur-

rent ‘enjoyability’. The winner of the best Wapa Caberner 2008 is a Napa Valley newcomer, Dana Estares, whose

Lotus single-vineyard wine charmed us with its opulence, depth and elegance,

—

1. DANA LOTUS VINEYARD
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
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ITHE QUALITY OF THE WINI

Dlur of the thiee Dana Farares-owned
vinevards, the Lotus vimevard. locared
on hillsides of S0 Helena, stands at 1200
teet abowe sea level and boasts 3 beautiiul
PN FATTR R VICW of the "“h.||.=| Valley (loaor
|||I'\- SN |,l || ”'\- .I-\. VITK '..|r-.‘| 1% '\-l'\l:'. |.‘| LFVCT
the rocky, bow-yickding soils and has western
exposure, Thanks to rha influence of the
AlreErmasdy Sul !ll., WIS sl 1 |H' _|||..,i '=-\.|I
truitiness while the three o twelve inches
oo s el BrCy b ok sl Beneralcs T st
wines markod mineral structure

» I III"« . ||||.I|..I|'!'!. -\.!l'i '-'I'\.:I -‘1-||||I 1 "-w.':l
that has very low warer holding capaciny
.|II-\.‘| (11 .II'- WA '|||:r-_,:.'H. il 1-\.|.|.'. & An
outstanding level of grape ripencss
Cameron Vawter the winemaker ar Dana
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THE VINTAGE 2008

o008 proved to be a tremendously
ch |||r|';._-|||; vintage, ver it ultimanely
|,-|.-.,i||._'|-|,| some of the best wines of the
decade. The Vintage charactienstics were
detined primariby by the strongest La M
spring lor rwo decades,” Viawrer continues

"...-.-:.||||;._' to Viwter, the drv La Mifa
winter and an unusually warm March led
thie earliest bad break on record For many of
Irana Estares’ vinevand bliscks

“This seemed like a oo :||||:!.; until
"'|'|||.'| T s i'\-||||:.':|.'.'..'.| i lage 'l,i'|:|! I
gave us the worst frost season im over tharmy
KA 1..1.-\.' ..'\..'.I Cllr Troat Fases oe - :.:_.;_!1'.-.
d ||||i._'l|'| spring. | b frost. combaned with
RO o |'|-\.l| |l|-l-l: (T |||P-.'|.II|_||'. ;| I-\. .\.I'!.'.I. VTN
uncven verason. [ his vintage was Like no
|'||'|_|' YiNnt I_L:l. ||'.|I | I:.l'.q.' \"li."q.ll{llw.q.{l L1
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o fill the soi prohle, the spring’s abiliry
to diry el |~-.--'||.,- suiimimier s ability wo hold
constant and then Seprember’s warmth to
cither push ripening or allow it w happen
oy

Vawter then goes on o say thar the
PrEvIIS Bemneration ol Mapa winemakers
has compared the 2008 vintage to the spring
of 1972, when the last really serious Frost
WAS XTI need in the vallewy Howewver
apart from spring, he outlines thar 2008
WA Ji I||-||'. A Yoy .|I| |'n.l'! Sing I!_':'_H.

Ir had more heat spikes than any recent
I -_|.\"| ]Il.. i ||-\.'.-1 -.l'\l:i-\.'\ ATl ”' sTLITIT
1 grape's ability to ripen, and this is one
L RO |!I '|||II.|_|_'_|_' |-|~.|xr-. LR || |,l|.||||'. angd
great acidity. The mipemning was very rapid
Proscrving |I|||.L!! of the freshness he
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WINEMAKING PHILOSOTPHY
The winemaking pracrices are based on site
oriented wine production. the philosophy is
adapted From Burgundy and organic farming
plays acatical part. *Organic Barming allows
the vinevard o truly express iself and not
rely on input altin it from man, The
sive is irmgated minimally and dre farmed
whenever possible, in order vo highlighe the
|_"\.|,"'|-."\-n'|'|| il |'|.-r|; '.|I||_I:_h".' .ill.\.‘l WY 'r.\_I
In winemaking. the fermentation 1akes
I_'-I B i COONTreTeE vals ||".|.':’ ||I..' |||!.|||..'|'..
of indigenous veasrs,” Viawrer savs

Yecording to his experience, the concrets
tanks enhance the termoir focus, akeng with
the fruir characteristics of the wine, and
solten the chunky tannins discreetlhe | he
| [ ga [t !I.i|||':|l,'ll'\-\.u".'w.l.lku".l_'l.l-\.l exclusmely
'.l.|||| FATIYVE Vil _|::.| |1||_1|.':| "‘\-..|P||.|:
sdditions are kepr to 2 minimum. T he wines
are aged in French cak barrels for 2427
neniths, Furthermore, no fining or filtranon

I
takes place
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Pama Eseares is owned by South Korean
wine lover Mre Hi Sang Lee, who first fell in
bove with wine morne than 40 years ago, when
he hved in New York, o the carly 1990
he foundad Bara Cellar, a wine THT U T
basiness in South Korea. In 2006 he opened
Podo Plaza, a curting edge lood and wine
centre in Seoul that contains a wine bar, retail
store, wine academny (WhLET ) and cooking
sichasiad (| panse § wliary [nseirute)

Through his import business, Mr. Lee
has been responsible for bringing the wordd's
Fia] '.-\.I_.!,:II.' HETET |||'..:|l. wines (o the
korean marker, including Hlarkan, Shaker
..||-,1 L |'!:,:|'| HERTS | I|.'H. 1 :'\-\..L.I W s
and appreciation for world-class wines in
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The: imiport business has regulary brought
Lewe v Mapa Valley for more than ten vears
lbowing him o develop an understanding
of huxury wine production and form cdlose
relarionships with the people whose wine he
1] !th"l- | |I| L I.LI .rll'\-lnlll;'\l'\- WS II|'!-\.':_::' |I
1o him bringing his dream of creating
I‘ln W wine hrar ‘I Tid ArLitscen Lie was
able 1o aoquire covered vineyard land and
EAN AOCRR foy sosmne ol ke snssg I.II.':'!..."
L‘H.'\-'r":.' i the industry, Mr Lee I.l..I.II.l'i-ld
I:i:. I l4 ||||1. Vinevard as .l The wWinery

roeng, which is listed ax one ol the “ghost
Wi rE"s |l'.. r||-.' l"\'.l'l'\l.. "|“|'- .I:'.I L1 kY
orrpnally bl by H W Helms, a Ceerman
vinimer, in 1883, The purchase of Hershey

il Lotus vineyards ook place in 2006
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Liscation

Vineyard dlra -
Average age of vinew:
Production

Vineyard managemant: |

Winemaker
Markel Price
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